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Right Noble Lord, 


172 I confider ſeriouſly theſe words of St, Paul; Brethren, you ſee your cal 
ing, that not many noble, not many wiſe, according to the fleſh, not many mighty 
are called : but hath choſen the fooliſh things of this world to confolind the wiſe, and weak, 
things to confound the mighty, and baſe things in the world, and things not accounted 
of, and things that are not, to bring to nought things that are : When, ſay,1 conſider of 
theſe words ſo often, I admire at that rare bleſſing of God, which he hath vouch» 
{afed to you a Noble and mighty Man ; namely, that he ſhould grace yon . with 
that true and incomparable Nobility, which js attained by true Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſs, and a holy life. As much greater as this bleſling is, ſo much the more holy 
and ſincere ought your life to be, and ſo much the more upright are you to walk 
with your God; leſs that your thorns (that 1s, Riches, Pleaſures, and Honour) 
ſhould choke the ſeed of the Goſpel which is ſown in you, 

For. this I am ſure of, that God hath begun ſome great work in you, which he 
will finiſh to the glory of his own name, and will bring to paſs, that as heretofore 
vou had care ſo to live a Noble-man amongſt Noble-men, that you might obſerve 
the decorum, and maintain the dignity of Nobility ; ſo hereafter that you may 
imploy your whole ſelf in this, that you may defend and uphold the honour and 
dignity of the Proteſtant Religion 3 and in: this life upon the carth to reſemble 
that holy and heavenly life which you ſhall lead in the world to come. Call to 
mind continually (my Lord) in all your words and decds, that we are graced with 
this honour to be made the fons of God by Jeſus Chriſt : for that meditation will 
by the help of the holy Ghoſt, work this care in us, that we never commit any 
thing unworthy of that holy name of Chriſt, by which we are called. And yer 
alas,ſoch is oureſtate, as that if we endeavour to pleaſe Chriſt, we are {ure to diſ- 
pleaſe men, and muſt be content to contemn the vain-glory of the world, that we 
ma7enjoy heavenly and cternal glory with God ; for it is impoſſible (as Chriſt ſaith) 
or him t9 belizwe in God which ſetks the honour and praiſe of men, 1 mean of the men 

-orld, which as the Kingly Prophet faith, are lighter and vainer than vanity 
j. and rhereforgghettjudgment is little worth, and leſs to be eſteemed: but 


rather they Feat God, who ſeth not all our ations only, but even our moſt 
hiddegMnghts purpoſes. Which being ſo, were it not folly and madneſs to 
1G8%7} [ch a lt, to plcaſe fo fond a world ? It were a ſhamefal thing, if a 
Qurtopleaſe other men, rather than her Husband. How much 
by Is it, if our fouls ſhould rather aim to pleaſe the vain world, 
ioly Spovſe Chriſt Jeſus? If the only Sog of God was content 
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. not only to he reviled, yea and ſcourged, but even to die upon the Croſs xy 
curſed matefaQor, and. all for ys; why ſhould fot we much more bear patienth 
the taunts and mocks, yea evep the flanders of Gods enemies ? Let us therefore 
arm our ſelves as it were with 2 holy pride, and (in a fort) ſcorn -and-laugh a 
the mocks of the Roman Catholicks; and putting upon us mercy and pity as the feel. 
ing members of Chriſt, let us bewail ſo great blindneſs in them, and let ns intrext 
the Lord for them, to pull them out of that palpable darkneſs into his true and 
marvellous light, leſt Satan bind them to himſelf in his everlaſting Apprentiſhip; 
and ſo being his bond-ſlaves, and hired {worn ſervants of his black-guard,;do fond 
them out to proſecute Jeſus Chriſt in his members. Which when they have doneal 
they can, and all that the Devil their Maſter can teach them, though the Devil him- 
felf ſhould burſt with malice, and they for anger griad their teeth ; yet ſhall it 
tend to the magnifying of Gods glory which they labour to-obſcure, and to the 
furtherance of their ſalvation, whom they ſo diſdained : yea, to the Increaſe of 
their glory in a better world, whom in this world:they thonght worthy of nothing 
but diſgrace : and ſurely (my moſt honorable Lord) he that is poſſefled with the 
certainty of this faith, will without doubt make open War with the corrupt afk. 
tions of his own nature, and with all the world, yeaeven with the Devil himſelj 
and will not doubt but in time to oyercome them all, Therefore let us humbl: 
our ſelves to our God and Father everlaſting, that he would increaſe that faith in 
us, and bring forth in us thoſe moſt bleſſed and ſweet fruits of faith in our heart 
and lives, which he uſeth to work in them whom he hath eleQted ; that ſo on 
faith may appear not a fained, but a true faith; not adead, but a living faith; 
not.a humane, but a divine work in us ; that ſo it may be to us an infallibk 
pledg of our ſalvation to come, Let us labour to ſhew our ſelves the legitimat 
and undonbted children of God in ſeeking above all things, that his molt hol 
Name may be ſanCtified in our ſelves andothers; and in imitating his admirabk 
love and gentleneſs, which makes his Sun to ſhine on good and bad, Let us workhy 
his heavenly Majeſty in ſpirit and truth ; and let us yield up the temple of on 
hearts to Chriſt Jeſus as an acceptable ſacrifice unto him; yea, let us ſhew ou 
ſelves members of the heavenly High Prieſt Chriſt Jeſus; in ſacrificing to God on 
bodies, and in crucifying the fleſh with the AﬀeCtion and Luſts thereof; that {@ 
being dead, God may create in ns a ſpiritnal life, whereby Chriſt Jeſus may lint 
in-us, Let us dye to fin, and dye to our ſelves, and to the world, that we may lin 
bleſſedly to God and Chriſt Jeſus; yea let us acknowledg and ſtew by our lirs 
that we were once dead, but now are raiſed to the life of grace, by the power di 
Chriſt Jeſus. Let onr converſation be heavenly, though we live on the earth; | 
us begin that life here, which we hope to Tead in heaven; let the Image of Go 
fhine bright in us; let us difgrace and wear out the old Image of Sin and Sata, 
and labour to renew the Image of Chriſt Jeſus, that all that ſee us may acknowled 
Gods Image in us, Which holy Image of grace, as it is beactiful and glorious, * 
all Gods Saints, ſo in you (my good Lord) it ſhall be ſo much more egos, h 
as much as you go before others in Birth, Nobility, Honour, and high Place. O wht 
a pleaſant fight 1s it to all true Chriſtian men, yea to the Angels ; yea how acce 
table to the Lord himſelf, to behold a man of your place and eſtate ſo far too 
get the world and deny himſelf ; ſo deeply to conlider the frailty of 4 
*xg. Nature, and the vanity of all temporal things, as to ſay with © * 
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4morm and no man; and to cry out with David, Tax thy face 10 me, aid bave mer- 
ey 14p9 me, for I am deſolate and poor:O happy and true rich man,which hath attain- 


bn, &d to this ſpiritual and heavenly poverty, and can give a farewel to himſelf and 
\ x Mf the world, and all things that he hath for Chriſts ſake ; and can freely renounce 
eel. WY and forſake carnal reaſon, human learning, company, and counſel of Friends, 
er YN wealths, honors, lordſhips, pleaſures of all ſorts, delight of the Court, high 
ant WY places and preferments, dignity, and offices; yea, favor of princes; yea; his 


own ſelf ! How welcom ſhall he be to Chriſt, which can deny a!l thoſe for Chriſts 
fake ? Such a one may go tor a Fool in the World, buthe ſhall be of the Almigh- 
ty's counſel ; ſuch a man knoweth that felicity conſiſts not in any thing thar this 
world can afford, and therefore in the midſt of all his wealth and abandance, he 
crieth 0:2t to God as tho he had nothing, even out of the feeling of his heart, 
Give us this day our daily Bread. Such a man preferreth the rebuke of Chriſt, be- 
fore the honour of the world and the afflictions of Chriſts Religion, before the 
pleaſures of the world : and becauſe he deſpiſed all things in reſpect of Chriſt and 


F. his righteouſneſs, and 1s polleſſed and grounded with God's ſpirit, therefore he— 
nl ings with true joy of heart with the kingly Prophet ; The Lord is my Shepherd, 
li iN therefore 1 can want nothing, neither will I feel hunger, or any outward thing ; he feeds 


me in green paſture, and leads me forth beſide the water of comfort, "This man diſtruſts 
\ in WY himſelf and all the creatures in the world, that. he may truſt and cleave only unto» 
God ; neither aims he at any pleaſure, any wiſdom, any honour, any riches, any- 
credit or eſtimation, but ſuch as comes from God himſelf; and therefore profeſ- 
hl {th with the ſame Prophet :. 7 have none in Heaven but thee alone, and none in the 
MY £arth do 1 deſire but thee, my fleſh conſumeth with longing after thee, and thou Lord art 
my heritage and portion for ever, -He that ſpake thus was a wealthy and mighty 
King, yet ſuffered he not the eyes'of his min#to'be blindsd obQUaAed-with: the 
+l glittering glory of riches, pleaſures, or honor, or ought elfe that: a kingdom 
in could give ; for he knew well that they all came of God, and were held under 

God, and muſt all be uſed to his glory, and'that he that gave rhein hath far bet- 


a: ter things to give his children. And therefore that King and Prophet makes his 
aro fcavenly proclamation before all his people, Bleſſed art thou, O Lord God our Fas 


oY *4'r, for ever and ever : thine O Lord is greatneſs, and power, and glory, and vittory :- 
all that ts in Heaven and Earth 1s thine, thine is the kingdom, Loyd and thou excelleſt as 
bead over all : riches and honour come of thee, and thou art Lord of all > in thy hands 
is power, ſtrength, and honour, and dignity, and Kingdoms art in thy-diſpoſition : there= 
fore we give thee thanks, O God, and we extol thy great and glorious Name. But who ans 
I, and what is my people, that we ſhould promiſe ſuch things to thee ®'" For we are Stran-- 
gers and Sojourners as all our fathers were ; our days are "'likg a4 fſbadow' upon the earth, 
and bere is no abiding, | et 27,0 BR G7 | 

S:ze how David cannot content himſelf i-abaſing himſelf, and extollihg the 
LORD ; and in how many words his afteCtions utter themſelves.” This was Da- 
vid's meditation, and let this be your Looking-glaB; 'm this Eooking-glafs Jook 
once a day, and pray daily, that God would itilf-open your eyes'iftobehold'your 
own vileneſs, and his incomprehenſible power'ami deve' to' you, tht with "King 
David you may humble your ſelf under the'mighty' hand 'of his Majelty;*#nd AC- 
knowledge all power and glory to belong to Gd Alone, that 5 yos maybe made 
partakers of thoſe heavenly graces winickGoll deldowecs nos on the proud an* 
Y 2 
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fore On th hem F Remember that ofdinance of the- eterng] * 
Eo Tart-C.atee the wi allen olor in his wiſdom.zor the ſtrong man.in his ſtrength, 
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bans WOPrth my, that] an WaLord which do mercy and juſtice tn tarth ;/ for the 

things ploaſeeme; ſaithtbe Lord. Therefore (my good Lord) it you liſt to boaſt, boaſt 
Not-as the world doth, that youÞre rich, _or that you are of noble birth, or that 
you are heir apparent of a rich Farqueſdom, or that you have married {© noble 
2 woman; leaye this kind.of bgſting to them, who have their minds glewed to 
the World; and therefore  haytno zbetter things to boaſt on; whoſe portion 
being here in this life, they can ho for nothing in heaven. But rather rejoyce 
you are entred into the kingdom If Grace; glory in this, that the King of Kingy 
bath had mercy en you, and oy cs you out of the miſty darkneſs of the 
errors of the Romiſh Religion, Kath given youto feel his endlefs love and mercy 
in Chriſt, hath made yon of a-child of wrath, his own ſon ; of a 4ervantjto fin 
and the Deyil, an heir of heayen'; and of a bond(lave to Hell, a free Deniſon of 
the heavenly Jeruſalem ;- and: glory in this, that even Chriit Jeſus himſelf is gi 
ven you, and made your own,and\with him all things elfe. So that as Pan faith, 
all are yours, whether the world, gr life, or death, things. preſent or things to' come, al 
are. yours in and by Chrift, who is theonly felicity of our ſouls : and therefore who- 
ſoeyer have him,' have with hipy all things elſe.. This is the true glory, and the 
ſound boaſting of Chriſtianity: for hereby4s God's mercy extolled, and man 
_ pride trodden under fogt, by which 2 man truſting too much to himſelf, rehel- 
 lethagainitGod- - This'glonoys boaſting makes us humble even in our higheſt ho- 
ode wekW&proſpericy, patient and quiet m adverſity ; in 


| troudlesih;on and coutwgatlnþ gen! cowards all men, | joy fol in hope LI” 
inthe-world:z yeag is makes ug-Chiiſts true Beadſmen, and his Aworn Tervants, 
and make us-yield/up-our ſelves whWly toimitate and follow Chriſt, and to eſteem 
all things elſe, as frail and vainyyeathorg and droſs that we may win Chriſt. ; 
-- Right honourableand my good Lord, you ſee that Iam fo willingly employ- 
ed:in this ſervice of waking $0 poor Honouar,and in conferring with you of hea 
vently.maiters, thati.have forgot myelt, or rather your Honor, in being ſo te- 
dious, «hich nabe Vepunng [-pprpoſed not. lam privy.to.my {elf of my 
own jgaorance;..and guilty of my wn inſufficiency, as being fitter, to bea $cho- 
* Jarthaid a teacher, and-to.hear and learn-my ſelf, rather than to-teach others; 
and therefore L.crave.pardon of-your Honor : Farewel. The molt reverend E.S, 
delireth in his heart he had ocagſion.$p teſtifie indeed, that true good will which 
in his ſoul he, bears. you | in £hE, meantime he —- you, a ſo doth the = 
Itrious Prince, and all other the hagjayrable Perſonages which. arg, mich,ne;. 
hitecevcofr hisgood Dy - > _ In all mts 
hands; and they, do earneſtly intreat the Lord for you, that he that bath begun 
Ja-great a. warkan yory wouldaccompliſh'.the ſame to the end; and the richer 


youxrrn. temporal Goods, indands, and Lordſhips, that he would make you 16 
much the more poas:in ſpirit; het ſo, your ſpiritual poverty may do»that. which 
your, worldly riches/and honors cannot ; nd#mely, bring you at Jaſt to eternal and 
never-fading richespf the world to come: Amen. We 
vg bong 217 29. 407 g 1-7 Jour Honours moſt humble and obedient Servants | 
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